Meeting Schedule for La Trobe University delegation
7 May 2025

Symbiosis College of Nursing, (SCON), Lavale, SIU Pune

Time

Program

La Trobe University
Representative

09.30 am - 09.40 am

Arrival at SCON followed by SIU Film

09.40 am —10.40 am

Meeting with
1. Dr. Ruchika Kaul Ghanekar, Director Symbiosis Center for
Research and Innovation (SCRI)

2. Dr. Sheela Upendra, Deputy Director, SCON
3. Dr Ranjana Chavan, Assistant Professor, SCON

4. Dr. Hardik Vachharajani, Professor and Director, Quality
Management and Benchmarking, SIU, Head Global
Engagement and Partnerships for Australia and NZ

5. Dr. Anupama Kotur, Head - International Academic Programs
Symbiosis Centre for International Education (SCIE)

Agenda:

Current internationalization objectives, explore TNE collaborations in
cancer research, nursing and training. Potential academic
collaborations, Research collaborations.

Discussed following points

Venue:
Venue: SUHRC Building 4™ floor SCON Conference Room, Lavale

10.40 am- 11.00 am

Tour of SCON facility , labs and simulation lab

11:00 am

Departure

Professor Debbie Kirk,
Associate Dean,
Learning and Teaching
at La Trobe University,
Australia

Mr Sandeep Thakur,
La Trobe University,
Australia




Visit Report: La Trobe University Delegation

On 7th May 2025, Symbiosis College of Nursing (SCON), Lavale, Pune, hosted a delegation
from La Trobe University, Australia. The visiting representatives included Professor Debbie
Kirk, Associate Dean (Learning and Teaching), and Mr. Sandeep Thakur from La Trobe
University. The purpose of the visit was to explore avenues for academic and research
collaboration and to strengthen international partnerships.

The delegation arrived at 9:30 AM, and their visit began with a warm welcome followed by a
screening of the SIU Film, offering them an overview of Symbiosis International (Deemed
University)'s vision, mission, and institutional ethos.

From 9:40 AM to 10:40 AM, a formal meeting was conducted in the SCON Conference Room
located on the 4th floor of the SUHRC Building. The meeting involved several key
stakeholders from Symbiosis, including Dr. Ruchika Kaul Ghanekar (Director, Symbiosis
Center for Research and Innovation), Dr. Sheela Upendra (Deputy Director, SCON), Dr.
Ranjana Chavan (Assistant Professor, SCON), Dr. Hardik Vachharajani (Professor and
Director, Quality Management and Benchmarking, SIU; Head, Global Engagement and
Partnerships for Australia and New Zealand), and Dr. Anupama Kotur (Head, International
Academic Programs, SCIE).

The agenda of the meeting revolved around exploring internationalization strategies, including
Transnational Education (TNE) collaborations in cancer research, nursing, and clinical
training. Professor Debbie Kirk began the session with a brief overview of La Trobe
University’s academic structure and international initiatives. This was followed by a college
presentation by Dr. Sheela Upendra, showcasing SCON’s academic programs, infrastructure,
and vision for global engagement.

Several collaborative models were discussed, including dual degree programs, which were
determined to be less feasible for the current structure of SCON’s curriculum. However, fruitful
conversations were held regarding nurse practitioner training, doctoral programs, and
opportunities for faculty development programs (FDPs), as well as faculty and student
exchange programs.

After the meeting, the delegation was taken for a guided tour of SCON’s facilities, including a
visit to the laboratories and advanced simulation lab, from 10:40 AM to 11:00 AM. The guests
appreciated the college's state-of-the-art infrastructure and commitment to practical and
experiential learning in nursing education.

The delegation departed at 11:00 AM, concluding a successful and engaging visit. The
discussions set the stage for future academic and research collaborations, marking a progressive
step towards strengthening global ties between Symbiosis College of Nursing and La Trobe
University.



